The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2015

Investigation phase: Police report to commencement of criminal proceedings

STAGE
1. Incidents
reported to
policei

2. Clear up
status 180
days after
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4267 (64.9%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 0-15
were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

No criminal
proceedings were
commenced in
1366 (59.3%) of the
incidents cleared
within 180 days of
reporting

Court phase: Court referral to court outcomeiv

4. Cases
finalised in
courtiii

5. Cases proven
298 (37.2%) persons
charged with a child
sex offence were not
found guilty. 1624
(50.7%) charges were
not proven.

6. Penalty

169 (33.6%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common
non-custodial penalty
was a suspended
sentence
(116 persons).

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

INCIDENTS WITH
ADULT VICTIMS

6571 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim
aged 0-15 were reported to
NSW Police in 2015

4373 sex offence incidents
involving victims aged 16
years or older were reported
to NSW Police in 2015

2304 (35.1%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

1533 (35.1%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

2840 (64.9%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 16 or
older were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

Criminal proceedingsii were
commenced in 938 (40.7%)
of the incidents cleared
within 180 days of reporting.

Criminal proceedingsii
were commenced in 796
(51.9%) of the incidents
cleared within 180 days of
reporting.

No criminal proceedings
were commenced in
737 (48.1%) of the
incidents cleared within
180 days of reporting

In 2015, 801 persons
appeared in the NSW Local
and Higher Courts charged
with at least one child sex
offence. 3203 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised

In 2015, 802 persons
appeared in the NSW
Local and Higher Courts
charged with at least one
sex offence not involving
children. 1965 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised.

Of the 801 persons
charged, 503 (62.8%) were
found guilty of at least one
child sex offence. Of the
3203 individual finalised
charges for child sex
offences, 1579 (49.3%)
were proven.

Of the 802 persons
charged, 429 (53.5%) were
found guilty of at least one
sex offence not involving
children. Of the 1965
individual finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children, 815
(41.5%) were proven.

373 (46.5%) persons
charged with a sex
offence not involving
children were not found
guilty. 1150 (58.5%)
finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children were
not proven

Of the 503 persons found
guilty of at least one child
sex offence, 320 (66.4%)
received a sentence of
full-time imprisonmentv and
14 received an intensive
correction order.

Of the 429 persons found
guilty of a sex offence
not involving children,
203 (49.2%) received
a sentence of full-time
imprisonmentv and 8
received an intensive
correction order.

218 (50.8%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence not involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common noncustodial penalty was a
bond (94 persons).

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency and other sexual offences. Incidents involving multiple victims are
classified by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. ‘Criminal proceedings’ refers to persons of interest to whom the police issued a Court Attendance Notice.
iii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2015 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2015.
iv. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.
v. ‘Imprisonment’ includes full-time imprisonment and detention in a juvenile institution.
BOCSAR references: dg1614438 (police) and dg1614437 (court)

The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2014

Investigation phase: Police report to commencement of criminal proceedings

STAGE
1. Incidents
reported to
policei

2. Clear up
status 180
days after
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4582 (70.2%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 0-15
were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

No criminal
proceedings were
commenced in
951 (48.9%) of the
incidents cleared
within 180 days of
reporting

Court phase: Court referral to court outcomeiv

4. Cases
finalised in
courtiii

5. Cases proven
264 (35.1%) persons
charged with a child
sex offence were not
found guilty. 1499
(47.9%) charges were
not proven.

6. Penalty

169 (34.6%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common
non-custodial penalty
was a suspended
sentence
(95 persons).

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

INCIDENTS WITH
ADULT VICTIMS

6528 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim
aged 0-15 were reported to
NSW Police in 2014

4247 sex offence incidents
involving victims aged 16
years or older were reported
to NSW Police in 2014

1946 (29.8%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

1532 (36.1%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

2715 (63.9%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 16 or
older were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

Criminal proceedingsii were
commenced in 995 (51.1%)
of the incidents cleared
within 180 days of reporting.

Criminal proceedingsii
were commenced in 854
(55.7%) of the incidents
cleared within 180 days of
reporting.

No criminal proceedings
were commenced in
678 (44.3%) of the
incidents cleared within
180 days of reporting

In 2014, 753 persons
appeared in the NSW Local
and Higher Courts charged
with at least one child sex
offence. 3130 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised

In 2014, 756 persons
appeared in the NSW
Local and Higher Courts
charged with at least one
sex offence not involving
children. 1705 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised.

Of the 753 persons
charged, 489 (64.9%) were
found guilty of at least one
child sex offence. Of the
3136 individual finalised
charges for child sex
offences, 1631 (52.1%)
were proven.

Of the 756 persons
charged, 380 (50.3%) were
found guilty of at least one
sex offence not involving
children. Of the 1705
individual finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children, 639
(37.5%) were proven.

376 (49.7%) persons
charged with a sex
offence not involving
children were not found
guilty. 1066 (62.5%)
finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children were
not proven

Of the 489 persons found
guilty of at least one child
sex offence, 311 (65.4%)
received a sentence of
full-time imprisonmentv and
9 received an intensive
correction order.

Of the 380 persons found
guilty of a sex offence
not involving children,
160 (43.4%) received
a sentence of full-time
imprisonmentv and 5
received an intensive
correction order.

215 (56.6%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence not involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common noncustodial penalty was a
bond (118 persons).

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency and other sexual offences. Incidents involving multiple victims are
classified by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. ‘Criminal proceedings’ refers to persons of interest to whom the police issued a Court Attendance Notice.
iii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2014 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2014.
iv. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.
v. ‘Imprisonment’ includes full-time imprisonment and detention in a juvenile institution.
BOCSAR references: dg1512951 (police) and mai12952 (court)

The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2013

Investigation phase: Police report to commencement of criminal proceedings

STAGE
1. Incidents
reported to
policei

2. Clear up
status 180
days after
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4560 (70.2%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 0-15
were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

No criminal
proceedings were
commenced in
1003 (51.7%) of the
incidents cleared
within 180 days of
reporting

Court phase: Court referral to court outcomeiv

4. Cases
finalised in
courtiii

5. Cases proven
194 (29.9%) persons
charged with a child
sex offence were not
found guilty. 1089
(42.8%) charges were
not proven.

6. Penalty

179 (39.4%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common
non-custodial penalty
was a suspended
sentence
(100 persons).

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

INCIDENTS WITH
ADULT VICTIMS

6500 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim
aged 0-15 were reported to
NSW Police in 2013

3981 sex offence incidents
involving victims aged 16
years or older were reported
to NSW Police in 2013

1940 (29.8%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

1360 (34.2%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

2621 (65.8%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 16 or
older were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

Criminal proceedingsii were
commenced in 937 (48.3%)
of the incidents cleared
within 180 days of reporting.

Criminal proceedingsii
were commenced in 685
(50.4%) of the incidents
cleared within 180 days of
reporting.

No criminal proceedings
were commenced in
675 (49.6%) of the
incidents cleared within
180 days of reporting

In 2013, 648 persons
appeared in the NSW Local
and Higher Courts charged
with at least one child sex
offence. 2546 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised

In 2013, 722 persons
appeared in the NSW
Local and Higher Courts
charged with at least one
sex offence not involving
children. 1603 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised.

Of the 648 persons
charged, 454 (70.1%) were
found guilty of at least one
child sex offence. Of the
2546 individual finalised
charges for child sex
offences, 1457 (57.2%)
were proven.

Of the 722 persons
charged, 374 (51.8%) were
found guilty of at least one
sex offence not involving
children. Of the 1603
individual finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children, 674
(42.0%) were proven.

348 (48.2%) persons
charged with a sex
offence not involving
children were not found
guilty. 929 (58.0%)
finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children were
not proven

Of the 454 persons found
guilty of at least one child
sex offence, 268 (60.6%)
received a sentence of
full-time imprisonmentv and
7 received an intensive
correction order.

Of the 374 persons found
guilty of a sex offence
not involving children,
168 (46.3%) received
a sentence of full-time
imprisonmentv and 5
received an intensive
correction order.

201 (53.7%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence not involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common noncustodial penalty was a
bond (109 persons).

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency and other sexual offences. Incidents involving multiple victims are
classified by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. ‘Criminal proceedings’ refers to persons of interest to whom the police issued a Court Attendance Notice.
iii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2013 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2013.
iv. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.
v. ‘Imprisonment’ includes full-time imprisonment and detention in a juvenile institution.
BOCSAR references: nm1411959 (police) and mai1412256 (court)

The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2012

Investigation phase: Police report to commencement of criminal proceedings

STAGE
1. Incidents
reported to
policei

2. Clear up
status 180
days after
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

4125 (70.5%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 0-15
were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

No criminal
proceedings were
commenced in
1072 (62.3%) of the
incidents cleared
within 180 days of
reporting

Court phase: Court referral to court outcomeiv

4. Cases
finalised in
courtiii

5. Cases proven
210 (33.9%) persons
charged with a child
sex offence were not
found guilty. 1356
(51.9%) charges were
not proven.

6. Penalty

156 (38.0%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common
non-custodial penalty
was a suspended
sentence
(54 persons).

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

INCIDENTS WITH
ADULT VICTIMS

5847 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim
aged 0-15 were reported to
NSW Police in 2012

4065 sex offence incidents
involving victims aged 16
years or older were reported
to NSW Police in 2012

1722 (29.5%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

1436 (35.3%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

2629 (64.7%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 16 or
older were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

Criminal proceedingsii were
commenced in 650 (37.7%)
of the incidents cleared
within 180 days of reporting.

Criminal proceedingsii
were commenced in 730
(50.8%) of the incidents
cleared within 180 days of
reporting.

No criminal proceedings
were commenced in
706 (49.2%) of the
incidents cleared within
180 days of reporting

In 2012, 620 persons
appeared in the NSW Local
and Higher Courts charged
with at least one child sex
offence. 2611 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised

In 2012, 722 persons
appeared in the NSW
Local and Higher Courts
charged with at least one
sex offence not involving
children. 1510 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised.

Of the 620 persons
charged, 410 (66.1%) were
found guilty of at least one
child sex offence. Of the
2611 individual finalised
charges for child sex
offences, 1255 (48.1%)
were proven.

Of the 722 persons
charged, 334 (46.3%) were
found guilty of at least one
sex offence not involving
children. Of the 1510
individual finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children, 552
(36.6%) were proven.

388 (53.7%) persons
charged with a sex
offence not involving
children were not found
guilty. 958 (63.4%)
finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children were
not proven

Of the 410 persons found
guilty of at least one child
sex offence, 245 (62.0%)
received a sentence of
full-time imprisonmentv and
9 received an intensive
correction order and 1
received home detention.

Of the 334 persons found
guilty of a sex offence not
involving children, 144
(44.0%) received a sentence
of full-time imprisonmentv
and 3 received an intensive
correction order and 1
received home detention.

187 (56.0%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence not involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common noncustodial penalty was a
bond (123 persons).

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency and other sexual offences. Incidents involving multiple victims are
classified by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. ‘Criminal proceedings’ refers to persons of interest to whom the police issued a Court Attendance Notice.
iii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2012 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2012.
iv. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.
v. ‘Imprisonment’ includes full-time imprisonment and detention in a juvenile institution.
BOCSAR references: nm1411959 (police) and mai1412256 (court)

The progress of sexual offences through the NSW Criminal Justice System, 2011

Investigation phase: Police report to commencement of criminal proceedings

STAGE
1. Incidents
reported to
policei

2. Clear up
status 180
days after
reporting

3. Criminal
proceedings
commenced
against
suspect

3905 (68.8%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 0-15
were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

No criminal
proceedings were
commenced in
1092 (61.8%) of the
incidents cleared
within 180 days of
reporting

Court phase: Court referral to court outcomeiv

4. Cases
finalised in
courtiii

5. Cases proven
215 (37.2%) persons
charged with a child
sex offence were not
found guilty. 1293
(53.9%) charges were
not proven.

6. Penalty

117 (32.2%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common
non-custodial penalty
was a suspended
sentence
(66 persons).

INCIDENTS WITH A
CHILD VICTIM

INCIDENTS WITH
ADULT VICTIMS

5673 sexual offence
incidents involving a victim
aged 0-15 were reported to
NSW Police in 2011

4054 sex offence incidents
involving victims aged 16
years or older were reported
to NSW Police in 2011

1768 (31.2%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

1463 (36.1%) of these
incidents were cleared up
within 180 days of reporting

2591 (63.9%) of these
incidents involving
victims aged 16 or
older were NOT cleared
up within 180 days of
reporting

Criminal proceedingsii were
commenced in 676 (38.2%)
of the incidents cleared
within 180 days of reporting.

Criminal proceedingsii
were commenced in 691
(47.2%) of the incidents
cleared within 180 days of
reporting.

No criminal proceedings
were commenced in
772 (52.8%) of the
incidents cleared within
180 days of reporting

In 2011, 578 persons
appeared in the NSW Local
and Higher Courts charged
with at least one child sex
offence. 2401 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised

In 2011, 739 persons
appeared in the NSW
Local and Higher Courts
charged with at least one
sex offence not involving
children. 1737 individual
charges for sexual offences
were finalised.

Of the 578 persons
charged, 363 (62.8%) were
found guilty of at least one
child sex offence. Of the
2401 individual finalised
charges for child sex
offences, 1108 (46.1%)
were proven.

Of the 739 persons
charged, 370 (50.1%) were
found guilty of at least one
sex offence not involving
children. Of the 1737
individual finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children, 706
(40.6%) were proven.

370 (50.1%) persons
charged with a sex
offence not involving
children were not found
guilty. 1037 (59.5%)
finalised charges
for sex offences not
involving children were
not proven

Of the 363 persons found
guilty of at least one child
sex offence, 244 (67.8%)
received a sentence of
full-time imprisonmentv and
2 received an intensive
correction order.

Of the 370 persons found
guilty of a sex offence
not involving children,
159 (43.8%) received
a sentence of full-time
imprisonmentv and 3
received an intensive
correction order.

208 (56.2%) persons
found guilty of a sex
offence not involving
children received a
non-custodial penalty.
The most common noncustodial penalty was a
bond (127 persons).

i. This figure includes recorded incidents of sexual assault, indecent assault and acts of indecency and other sexual offences. Incidents involving multiple victims are
classified by the age of the youngest victim.
ii. ‘Criminal proceedings’ refers to persons of interest to whom the police issued a Court Attendance Notice.
iii. Matters finalised in the NSW Local, District and Supreme Criminal Courts. The 2011 court appearances do not directly relate to the incidents recorded by police in 2011.
iv. Persons appearing in court for a sex offence against children AND a sex offence against adults appear twice in this Figure.
v. ‘Imprisonment’ includes full-time imprisonment and detention in a juvenile institution.
BOCSAR references: dg1614435 (police) and dg1614436 (court)

